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TITLE/AUTHOR: [Bound] Diary of Moses Stacey, 3 vols./Moses Stacey 
PLACE/DATE: Unknown/1776–79 
COVER: (.1 & .2) Full limp marbled laid handmade paper laminated to plain 

laid handmade paper; (.3) Full limp brown rough laid paper with 
manuscript and graphite notations 

STRUCTURE: (.1–.3) Through the fold, pamphlet stitch; (.3) Dark brown thread 
MEDIA/SUPPORT: (.1–.3) Various dark brown inks on laid handmade paper 
SIZE (H x W x D): (.1) 16.2 x 10.7 x 0.7 cm (6 3/8 x 4 1/4 x 1/2”); (.2) 16.1 x 10.3 x 0.9 cm 

(6 3/8 x 4 x 3/8”); (.3) 16.7 x 10.7 x 0.5 cm (6 1/2 x 4 1/4 x 1/4”) 
COLLATION: (.1) 80 un-numbered pages; (.2) 96 un-numbered pages; (.3) 44 un-

numbered pages, including 23 with content and 5 stubs 
  

 
 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
For CCAHA’s records, the condition of the object was selectively photographed prior to and following 
treatment. 
 
 
COMPLETED SERVICES 
 
Treatment (.1–.3) 
 

• The leaves of all three volumes (.1–.3) were surface cleaned with polyurethane sponges and 
a soft brush to remove loose surface grime.  

• Vulnerable tears and losses to (.1–.3) at the spine folds, covers, and leaf edges were mended 
with acrylic toned mulberry paper and a mixture of wheat starch paste and methyl 
cellulose.  

• Sewing at the head of volume 3 (.3) was reinforced with acrylic toned linen thread to mimic 
the original sewing. Original sewing holes were used.  
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Housing (.1–.3) 
 

• The three treated volumes were placed in a custom-made four-flap enclosure made of 
alkaline 20-point paperboard. 

• The enclosed volumes were placed in a custom-made clamshell box made from 
alkaline, lignin-free paperboard covered in dark brown Canapetta bookcloth (#1470).  

• A printed alkaline paper label was adhered to the spine of the box.  
 
 
 
Imaging (.1–.3) 
 

• For each volume, the recto and verso of all pages were digitally captured using a medium-
format camera.  

• A portable hard drive containing TIFF, JPEG, and PDF image files was provided to the client. 
 

Please be sure to back up your files. Unless otherwise stated, CCAHA maintains copies of high-
 resolution imaging files for six months after delivery.   
 
 
 
CONDITION OF OBJECT BEFORE TREATMENT  
 
Cover: 

• The marbled paper covering (.1) & (.2) is abraded overall with scattered losses to the 
colorants; a few small liquid stains; and minor distortion, creasing, and tears to the paper at the 
edges. 

• There are tears, creases, and losses to the covers of (.1) & (.2) at the head and tail of the spine 
folds reaching the sewing stations at the head and tail for (.1) and the sewing station at the tail 
for (.2). 

• The paper covering (.3) is brittle with many small edge tears and creases. It is precariously 
attached to the bookblock. 

• The paper covering (.3) has an extensive tear along the spine fold starting at the second sewing 
station from the tail and ending at the head of the volume. This tear curves out into the front 
cover near the top two sewing stations. There is a horizontal tear, extending from the spine 
fold near the second sewing station from the tail, through about one-third of the width of the 
front cover. There are small losses to the paper along the spine fold, especially at the head and 
tail. 

• The paper covering (.3) is soiled and discolored with scattered small stains. There are dark 
brown ink inscriptions on the outside of the front and back covers. 

 
Structure: 

• The pamphlet stitches are intact in (.1) & (.2) and seem to be relatively robust. 
• The pamphlet stitch in (.3) is done with a thinner dark brown thread which is broken between 

the upper two sewing stations. Two fragments of the thread are completely detached. The 
sewing can be retained but would benefit from reinforcement with new sewing. 
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Leaves: 
• There is minor discoloration to the leaves in (.1–.3) with moderate discoloration at the edges 

and outer leaves. 
• There are a few scattered liquid and foxing stains throughout, mainly in the outer leaves. 
• There are a few accretions from handling. 
• The leaves are generally flexible and robust in all three volumes. 
• Several leaves have been cut out of (.3), leaving stubs. They seem to have been blanks, and are 

outside the range of leaves with content. 
• There are a few small edge tears, losses, and creases to the leaves and a few small tears at the 

spine folds of outer bifolia, mainly at the head and tail. 
 
Media: 

• The media appear stable overall. 
• There is very little strikethrough except for a few areas of  heavily applied ink. 
• Some of the inscriptions seemed to have lightened due to abrasion on the outer leaves. 
• There are a few pages, mainly in (.3), where there is noticeable chemical offsetting of the inks. 

 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS PROPOSALS 
 
Treatment (.1–.3) 
 

• Surface clean the leaves of (.1–.3) of loose soiling with polyurethane sponges and a soft 
brush, taking care not to abrade media or soft paper surfaces. 

• Mend tears and losses to (.1–.3) at the spine folds of the covers and leaves around the 
existing sewing with mulberry paper toned with acrylic paints and adhered with a mixture 
of wheat starch paste and methyl cellulose, avoiding media. 

• Reinforce the sewing at the head of (.3) with linen thread toned with acrylic paints to mimic 
the original sewing. Use the original sewing holes. 

• Mend vulnerable tears and reinforce weak creased areas at the cover and leaf edges of (.1–
.3) with acrylic toned mulberry paper and a mixture of wheat starch paste and methyl 
cellulose. Avoid mending over media. 

 
 
Housing (.1–.3) 
 

• Place the three treated volumes together in a custom-sized four-flap enclosure made of 
alkaline 20-point paperboard. 

• Place the enclosed volumes in a custom-sized clamshell box made from alkaline, lignin-
free paperboard covered in dark brown Canapetta bookcloth (#1470).  

• Adhere a printed alkaline paper label to the spine of the box. Confirm final content with 
the client. 
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Imaging (.1–.3) 
 

• Digitally capture the recto and verso of all pages with content for each volume using a 
medium-format camera.  

• Provide a portable hard drive containing TIFF, JPEG, and PDF image files. 
 

Please be sure to back up your files. Unless otherwise stated, CCAHA maintains copies of high-
 resolution imaging files for six months after delivery.   
 
 
 
 

Treatment and Report by Brittany Murray 
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