AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

CONSERVATION CONDITION AND TREATMENT REPORT

Title: The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser, [N0.2489]

Artist/Author: John Dunlap and David C. Claypoole, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Call #071 M68, Miscellaneous Newspapers

Date: Thursday, January 25, 1787 Size (cm.): 47.4 (H) x 57.4 (W)

Media: Black printing ink

Primary Support: Laid paper

CONDITION: PRIMARY SUPPORT

Examined and treated by: Brittany Murray
Date examined: 19 July 2024

Problem Slight Moderate | Severe Additional description

X surface dirt X

U accretions

X tapes X There are five pieces of pressure-sensitive tape running along the
two major folds of the newspaper (it was folded into fourths). Two
long strips of masking tape with a rubber-based adhesive were
applied to the interior and exterior of the center fold. One piece of
transparent “scotch” tape with a rubber-based adhesive covered a
tear at the top of the newspaper, underneath the masking tape at
the interior of the center fold. Two small pieces of transparent tape
covered corresponding tears at the fore edge of the newspaper,
along a soft horizontal crease.

U attachments

U brittleness

U pulpy, weak

U mat burn

U foxing

X tape stains X Adhesive from the tapes have fully saturated the paper, causing
the underlying substrate to become translucent along the center
fold and fore edge of the newspaper. Some of these areas (notably
at the fore edge) were also stained dark brown from the tape
adhesive.

X liquid stains X Tide line present on top right corner.

U local discoloration

X overall discoloration X Yellowed overall, darker discoloration along edges.

U adhesive mass

U adhesive stains

U losses

X tears X Approximately 33 small tears ranging from 5mm - 3cm run along
the perimeter of the newspaper.

U planar distortion

X creases / folds X There is a strong vertical center fold, and a softer horizontal fold.

U other

CONDITION: MEDIA

U insecure

U cracks

U loss

X fading X Some areas appear to have been lightly inked during the printing

process, which gives the appearance of fading.

U discoloration

U other
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Other Condition Comments: The newspaper is in fair condition. There are five pieces of pressure sensitive tape. Three pieces are
transparent “scotch” tape (approximately 8 cm. total) with a translucent cellulose acetate carrier. The rubber-based adhesive has
crosslinked, causing the underlying paper to darken and become translucent. The transparent tape was placed over tears and
losses at the top edge of the center fold in the interior of the paper, and over fore edge tears running along the soft horizontal
fold of the newspaper, also on the interior. Two lengths of masking tape (approximately 95 cm. total) have been adhered to the
center fold of the newspaper on the front and back. The laid paper is of good quality, and the printing media is stable. The
newspaper had been housed in a pouch of thin plastic sheeting, heat sealed at the top and stapled at the bottom (15 staples).

Test Results: The black printing ink was solubility tested with deionized water, acetone, isopropanol, ethyl acetate, and methyl
ethyl ketone. The media remained stable.

TREATMENT PERFORMED
Treatment Materials, solutions, and adhesives used, and how executed
X surface cleaned The newspaper was surface cleaned with a soft hake brush and latex-free polyurethane

cosmetic sponges.

U secondary support removed

U accretions removed

X tapes removed The transparent tape carrier was mechanically removed with a microspatula. The paper carrier
of the masking tape was mechanically removed with a microspatula, aided by heat from a small
tacking iron.

U attachments removed

X adhesive mass reduced The rubber-based adhesive mass from the masking tape was stiff and difficult to remove with a
crepe eraser. Ethanol, isopropanol, and ethyl acetate were tested to determine the solubility of
the adhesive and were unsuccessful. Brush-applied Methyl ethyl ketone (2-butanone) was
successful. Work was completed on a suction platen in the fume hood.

U washed

X stains reduced Staining from the transparent tape was reduced using ethyl acetate applied with a pipette on a
suction platen. The newspaper was fully immersed in a bath of deionized water to further
reduce staining and allowed to air dry on a drying rack.

U bleached

X tears repaired Tears running along the center fold of the newspaper were mended using Golden acrylic toned

mulberry paper (Hanji 1301) and a 3:1 mixture of wheat starch paste and methylcellulose.
Minor tears were repaired with Tengujo (5 gsm) and a 3:1 mixture of wheat starch paste and
methylcellulose, allowing text to remain legible. Fragments were reinserted into the proper
position, remaining fragments that could not be placed with certainty were retained.

U losses inserted

U losses bridged

U lined

U media consolidated

U media losses inpainted

U other

Other Treatment Comments:
Tape removal revealed tears and losses in the paper substrate. A tear in the center of the newspaper formed along the hard edge
of the masking tape as it was removed.
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