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TITLE/DESCRIPTION: Dr. Bentley’s Dissertations on the Epistles of Phalaris, and the Fables of Aesop, examin’d: by
the Honourable Charles Boyle, Esq., 4th edition.

PUBLICATION/DATE: London: Printed for M. Cooper, 1745

BINDING: This book is a tight back, tight joint in-boards binding, fully covered in green
parchment. The spine is rigid and gently rounded, with five raised bands. Gold
tooling is present along the perimeter of the boards, board edges, and spine.
Three black leather inlays along the spine serve as labels, indicating the title and
edition of the book. Red speckled edge decoration with a silver sheen is present
on all three sides. Green and pink front bead endbands cap the head and tail of
the textblock. The waxed pastedown folios have a red, blue, yellow, and green
wide comb pattern with a made flyleaf, which is followed by two plain flyleaves. At
least one pastedown stub is visible beneath the pastedown in raking light. A pale
green silk ribbon bookmark is bound in at the head (pg. 236 — 237).

SEWING: The primary sewing supports are five thin cords. The sewing pattern is difficult to

discern due to the tight opening of the book; the front endleaves were sewn all
along. Natural linen thread was likely used, twisted in the S direction.
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TEXT: Black letterpress printing ink is the primary medium used in the text. The
textblock is comprised of laid, handmade paper with no discernable watermark.
Brown shive is present in the furnish.
PLATES: None.
COLLATION: Gatherings “B —1” and “K-T” have four folios each. There is no gathering “J”.
Gathering “A” and the front matter total 7 pages, as does gathering “U” and the
end matter. The preface is unnumbered and has four pages. There are 266
numbered pages. The Index is unnumbered and has two pages. Including the two
flyleaves at the front and back of the book, there are a total of 138 leaves.
IDENTIFYING MARKS: Head of spine, paper label with black manuscript ink: “2312”
Tail of spine, paper label with black manuscript ink: “827.5 B69”
Front pastedown: American Philosophical Society bookplate.
First flyleaf, verso, iron gall ink: “el 24 aei t", "Orrery / November 21%, 1750”, “aq
n o~
First flyleaf, verso center, black ink: “2312”
Second flyleaf, recto head, graphite: “827.5 / B69”
Third flyleaf, verso head, iron gall ink: “See Bentley, & C. Boyle Rees Cyclopedia /
1% Edition 1698, 2™ Ed. 1742 / Bentley reply 1699, reprinted 1777”
Title page, recto head, iron gall ink: “Chardon de la Rochette” and (in the gutter)
“Am. Philo. Socy. From J.F. Fisher 19 Aug. 1836".
Page A, recto tail, black manuscript ink: “6405”
Back pastedown, black manuscript ink: “75.00”

INSERTIONS: None.
SIZE (H x W x D): 18.6 x 12 x4 cm.
HOUSING: No current housing. Requires adequate enclosure to mitigate board splay.

REASON FOR TREATMENT
Graduate summer intern treatment project. Stabilization for future housing, handling, and exhibition.

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT
Pages 81 and 179 have significant loss of text at the tail of each page. This is likely a binder’s error during the
folding and trimming process.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Dr. Bentley’s Dissertations on the Epistles of Phalaris, and the Fables of Aesop, examin’d: by the Honourable Charles Boyle, Esq.
is part of a literary sparring match between Dr. Richard Bentley (1662-1742) and Charles Boyle, Fourth Earl of Orrery
(1674-1731). Bentley successfully proved that the Epistles of Phalaris were not authentic, likely forgeries by a Sophist from the
fourth century AD (Onassis Library). Four editions of Boyle’s response to Bentley’s book were produced between 1698 and 1745,
with at least 41 copies of the fourth edition cataloged in WorldCat. A full copy of the first edition has been transcribed and
published on the University of Michigan Library Digital Collections website.

CONDITION
Binding: The binding is in fair, stable condition. Due to fluctuations in environmental conditions, the parchment

covering material has caused the boards to splay. Parchment along the hinge of the front board is discolored and
beginning to crack, with losses revealing the textblock below. Minor abrasion and staining are present on both
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boards, and black manuscript ink splatter can be found at the spine and tail edges of the back board. Gold tooling
on the spine has worn away in some areas, and the speckled edge decoration has faded. Knotted silk at the ends of
both endbands has begun to fray. Heavy surface grime has concentrated on the spine and head edges. The marbled
flyleaf at the front of the text has slight water damage and is curled at the fore edge. The lifting parchment turn-ins
on the back board have caused the pastedown to crack along their edges.

Sewing system: The sewing system is in good, stable condition. The book opens poorly due to the stiffness of the
parchment covering material, which prevents the sewing from being examined. The sewing holes in the front
pastedown folio are enlarged.

Textblock: The textblock is in good, stable condition. Page 175 has a 3.5-cm loss extending from the top edge, near
the gutter. The bottom edges of pages 149 to 167 are creased and the corners are folded. Discoloration and minor
foxing are present throughout.

TESTING

Iron gall indicator: The two paper labels on the spine and the inscription on the APS bookplate tested positive for
the presence of free iron (lIl) ions associated with degraded iron gall ink. The indicator strips used are produced by
Preservation Equipment Ltd., and contain bathophenanthroline, a chelator that complexes with iron (Il) ions.

TREATMENT RATIONALE AND PROPOSAL

Treatment seeks to stabilize the splay of the boards, which are currently preventing the book from being housed
and stored adequately. The boards and the textblock will be surface cleaned before moisture is introduced, to
prevent further staining. The loss on page 175 will be filled with toned mulberry paper and a mixture of wheat
starch paste and methyl cellulose to impart flexibility to the repair. The boards will be humidified and flattened in
preparation for storage. A chemise and girdle slip case will be constructed to house the book to limit future board
splay caused by fluctuations in temperature and humidity.

TREATMENT

1. The object was photographed before and after treatment.

2. The binding was surface cleaned with a soft brush and latex-free cosmetic sponges to reduce surface
grime.

3. Weak creases were reinforced with toned mulberry tissue and a 3:1 mixture of wheat starch paste and
methyl cellulose.

4. The loss on page 175 was filled using a thick layer of toned mulberry tissue laminated with a thin layer of
tissue using a 3:1 mixture of wheat starch paste and methyl cellulose.

5. The parchment and boards were humidified in a Gore-tex pack with the moisture supplied by damp
blotters. The boards were then reshaped over stacks of torn blotters. The book was dried under weight for
three weeks.

6. A custom cloth-covered two-flap wrapper and slipcase were constructed using archival materials, to house
the book to minimize future splay.
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