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Accession # or Call #:
Description/Title: DHS C.P Harris Scrapbook
Author/Creator:

Imprint or Object Date: Early to mid-twentieth century

Bookplate/inscriptions:
Materials: Machine-made wove paper, gelatin silver developing-out paper prints, metal staples,
three metal binder rings, and hole reinforcement stickers.

Item Type: Scrapbook

Dimensions (H x W x D) in cm:
Scrapbook: 29.1 (H) x 23.5 (W) x 4.3 (D)
Book block: 30.1 (H) x 25. 1 (W) x 4.3 (D)

Reason for Treatment or Examination: First year Photo Block treatment project. The album requires
stabilization for future handling and digitization.

Examined by:  Brittany Murray, Graduate Fellow, WUDPAC 2025

Consulted: Barbara Lemmen, Senior Photograph Conservator, CCAHA

Report Date:  December 15, 2025

Treatment Type: Moderate

Photography: U Photodocumentation request form completed.
X Student-performed photography.
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Condition Assessment

Binding Structure

Description: The scrapbook cover is repurposed, likely having been a post binding. The black cover
material is a laminate paper structure with a plastic coating that has an embossed leather grain
pattern. The lettering is either embossed with gold paint or gold stamped. From left to right, top to
bottom, the front cover reads: “U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT PROCURMENT DEVISION DA-TPS-
47951/ SOVIET PURCHASING COMMISSON REQ. R-6733 NARIAD 1.32930/ ERECTION & OPERATION
INSTRUCTIONS U.S.S.R ORDER NO. 9/L-47951 C-E CONTRACT NO. 21343/ BOOK 4 OF 4/ ENGINEERS
SARGENT & LUNDY CHIGAGO, ILL. / CONTRACTOR COMBUSTION ENGINEERING CO., INC. NEW
TORK, N.Y.”. The pleated spine has three holes, reinforced with metal grommets. Three metal rings
secure the pages inside the cover. Two staples in the front and two staples in the interior of the
pleated spine prevent it from expanding.

Condition: The binding is in poor, unstable condition. The edges and corners are delaminating, with a
3 cm. tear in the top edge of the front cover. A 2 cm. tear is in the top edge of the back cover,
accompanied by an 18 cm. crease. The spine is in the worst condition. Layers of paper are loose and
peeling, and the coated top layer is actively flaking. This is likely due to use and handling, but the
scrapbook is also too small for the amount of enclosed material. Overall, the covers are abraded,
have multiple accretions, and a thick layer of surface grime. There is evidence of mold on the interior
back cover.

Textblock

Description: The book block is made out of machine-made paper, many of which have hole
reinforcement stickers. The first 42 pages have photographs stapled to the sheet or secured with
adhered black paper mounting corners. 44 pages are unused at the back of the book, roughly a
quarter of the last page has been torn out.

Condition: The pages are in fair, stable condition. Though yellowed, they retain flexibility. Tears,
losses, creases, and stains are present throughout. Pages that are in the worst condition are loose
and have soft, damaged edges. Many of the photographs are too heavy for the weight of paper,
adding stress to the binding.

Photographs

Description: A majority of the photographs in the album are from the early twentieth century and
are gelatin silver developing-out paper prints (DOP). In addition to the photographs secured to
pages, there are 34 loose photos housed in the middle of the scrapbook, most are silver gelatin DOP,
but some are chromogenic color.

Condition: The photos are in good, stable condition. The images do not show signs of chemical
deterioration, though there are some minor abrasions and staining due to the presence of staples.

Booklet

Description: A twelve-page booklet dating to 1972 is among the loose photographs. The cover is a
shiny coated paper, and the interior pages have a clay filler. The booklet is secured by two metal
staples. A contemporary yellow sticky note is on the front cover.

Condition: The booklet is in fair condition. Two folios have detached but are housed in the booklet.



Treatment Proposal

Cover

1. Surface clean the cover of the album with a soft brush and cosmetic sponges to remove
loose surface grime.

2. Consolidate the delaminating edges with Klucel G to prevent flaking and future losses.

3. Mend tears with toned mulberry paper and Klucel G.

Contents

1. Paginate each page with content in the lower right corner with graphite to maintain order.

2. Surface clean each photograph using a soft brush and cosmetic sponges, being mindful not
to transfer dirt onto the supporting page. Insert a polyester film mask under the
photograph, extending on either side of the image, to create a barrier.

3. Surface clean the supporting pages overall with a soft brush, cosmetic sponges, and locally
with a Staedtler Mars vinyl eraser.

4. Mend tears and fill losses with toned mulberry paper and wheat starch paste.

5. Surface clean the metal rings using alcohol on cotton swabs.

6. In consultation with the owner, discuss paginating the loose photographs and booklet in the
middle of the album.

7. Remove staples from booklet to secure loose leaves and secure with sewing thread.

8. Secure repaired pages into the cover of the scrapbook, maintaining original order.

9. Place each loose item in an individual polyester film sleeve to be housed with the object.
Removing the loose material will reduce the stress on the binding of the scrapbook.

10. House the album in a custom-fitted box for long-term storage. Loose photographs should be

enclosed in archival polyester sleeves and placed in an archival four flap enclosure. The
enclosed material can be housed in the box with the album.

Housing/Preventive Recommendations:

The environmental conditions in the storage area should be as consistent as possible, to reduce
expansion and contraction of the composite materials of the scrapbook. Ideal temperatures are
between 65 - 70°F; the relative humidity should be between 30 - 40%. An enclosure for the album,
such as a custom-fitted box, should be considered.

Approval: Date:




Treatment Report

Cover

1. The cover was surface cleaned with a soft brush and cosmetic sponges.

2. The delaminating edges of the album cover were consolidated with 2% Klucel G in DI water.

3. Tears were mended on the interior of the cover with pre-toned mulberry paper and a
mixture of wheat starch paste and methyl cellulose.

Contents

1. Album pages with photographs were paginated in the lower right corner with graphite to
maintain order before disassembly. Loose photographs were similarly numbered.

2. Photographs secured to pages with black photo corners were removed and surface cleaned
using a soft brush and cosmetic sponges. The photos were then reinserted.

3. For photographs stapled into the album, mylar was slipped under the edge of the
photograph before surface cleaning to avoid the transfer of dirt onto the supporting page. If
the staple and photograph detached from the page, the prongs of the staple were lifted,
reinserted into the original holes, and the supporting paper was mended with toned
mulberry tissue and a mixture of wheat starch paste and methyl cellulose.

4. Supporting pages were surface cleaned overall with a soft brush, cosmetic sponges, and
locally with a Staedtler Mars plastic eraser.

5. Tears and losses to the paper support were repaired with Golden acrylic- toned mulberry
paper strips and wheat starch paste.

6. The three metal rings were surface cleaned with cotton swabs.

7. Staples were removed from the booklet, and the pages were secured using a pamphlet
stitch.

Housing

The cover of the album did not adequately protect the repaired pages, as the pages extended far
beyond the fore edge of the cover. The pages of the album and the loose photographs were housed
in custom-made four flap enclosures and placed in an archival storage box. A cushion was inserted
into the cover and the unit was placed in the archival box in addition to the three binder rings and an
unused photo corner discovered during cleaning.

Treated by: Brittany Murray, WUDPAC 2025 Date completed: March 01, 2024
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